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Ierentiation in regional landscape. The au-

thor aims at a rvider readcrship and hopes
that the book would be usetul not only to
the post-graduate students in geography but
also to those from sister disciplines like eco-
numie : or :oci, rl, rg1 und to thr)se lppearing
for the competitive exarrinations conducted
b1 the Union Public Serr ice Commi.sion.
The organisation of the book is thus differ-
ent liom that which usually appear in Ge-
ography sections in the libraries. The author
deserves a u,old of appreciation tbr this.

At the beginning, a general introductiot'l
provides a comprehensive not only account
of thc historical evolution but also of the
present federal set up. Singh has done wcll
to piece together the rclcvant inlbrmation
that gives a coherent picture of the present

organisation. The author has not tbrgotten
to rcview the geostrategic situation in which
the country stlnds considering the role
played by superpowers in the Indian Ocean.
Next two chapters are devoted to popula-
tion patterns and settlement systems. The
author has presented the major demographic
trends and analysed them in the light of the
policies adopted. Thc discussion on the
\ell lcmenl patlerns gir cs ldequxte attenl ion
tu b,'th the phl"icul und socio-economic
space. Physical background comes nex[!
which incorporates sections on reliei cli-
mate and drainage; here the author had to

There is a general dearth ol books on geog-

raphy of individual countries of the world
these days, which was a tradition for a long
time, primarily because writing a book of
this type involves preparation of maps with
the late',1 drtl which is nul {'nl) rinre eurr-

suming but also unacceptable to profit maxi-
mizing and sale oriented publishers. The first
problem has been parlially resolved with the
introduction ofcomputers and mapping soft-
u rre prcklge.: this hrrr pror ided sunre irn-
petus to writinEr such books. [t is not sur-
prising then that such books are now being
published bringing out the proflles of indi-
vidual countries. For a long time, there was

a dearth ofbooks on geography of India and
rve rvere primarily dependent on books writ
ten by O.H.K. Spate and R.L. Singh. Both
these books have now become outdated in
approach as well as content. The book by
C. D. Deshpande is basically a regional in-
terpretation and has been widely used by re-
searchers but it could not serve the purpose

of iy5lemrlic geogruplrl. The situutiL-rn i.
slowly changing and the book by Jagadish
Singh is one such attempt.

The book under review is cast in a mould
different from the one that uscd to bc tradi-
tionally applied to such books. lt departs
fi-om the static. deterninistic approach and
also accords a proper place to different cul-
tural factors that primarily influence the dit'-



firllow the traditional path although he has

brought in recent intblmation rnrl concepts

lllat \\'()Lrld extrerncly enhance tlte value ()l
tlie book. Among thc resources. the book

covers most of the importirnt resources like
u ater. folesl. soil. energy and nlinr-r ls. In
addition to giving distributiort of these re-

sources in space, the author has brought in
their present status of utilization. problems
associatcd with their use and the policy
meil ju rc\ rntroduee.l tor theireonrenltion.
Singh then comes to the discussion on some

uetivities arisin.e oul of resourec usc. riz.
agriculture. induslry and trade. ln addition
to giving thc present state of thc-ir develop-
menl. thc uulhor hrs rlso lried l(' Bive some
gleam into the future wherever possible.
Moreover. he has also attempted
regionalisation u,herevel needecl. A section
on transport and communication infiastruc-
ture serr'!'s a usetul purpose not only to un-
derstand lhr,- presenl djst bution but rlso thc

probl.nls ussociated rvith resource exploi-
tation and related activities found in difter-
cnt regional segments. The llnai chapter. as

the aulhor claims, is a synthesjs of the dis-
cussions in the previous chapters. This viv'
idly brings out the problems of re-eional de-

vclopnrent and the measures adopted by the
govelnme rr t s during dil-fere nt periods.
Throu-chout the author has tried to relate the

discussion to the impact of various factors
operating simultaneously as also the impact
of the activities and rcsource exploitation
on the regional en"'ironment.

The book is comprehensive because of
the meliculous collection and collation of
(he nrateritrl carrie.lout so prinstukingly b)'

the auth(rr. The value of the book is enhanced

by incorporation of the results of the latest

census lo the extent possible. The style of
presentxtion is scholastic which reflects the

expcrience the aulhor possesses. He is re-

markably successful in fusing losr-ther the
influencc of r ariolls iactors in the evoiution
ol regional landscape.

'fhe structure of lhe book seems some
u,hal conlirsing, and this is not jusl bccause

it u idely departs fnrrn the onhodox deter-
ministic f ramcu'ork. For examplc, fie chap-

ters on population and settlement syslem
before the discussion on pl.rysical lilmervork
is like putting the cart beforc the horse. Al-
though irrterpretations of demographic de-

tails cannot simply be made in the light of
physical flctors. it cannot be ceflainly done

without rcference to them. To be frank, the

author could not do suflicient justice to the

interpretation of demographic patterns.
Whi le diseussi nS re\olrlccs. hrintin-s (ner-!:r

resources ahead of ntineral resources is be-
yond conrprehension. In the chapter on bi
oli( resoulce.. Iluna h;is n,,t onl; hcen gir cn

r rrrrr-sinal r'lltus. the s lrle rrp srr es ln im-
pression that it mer.cly means u ild lile and

nothing beyond that. Moreover, there is not
even a mention of marine resourees, both
brolic urrd ubiutic. whrelr rre bccomin-s verr
vital in the present day context. The author
has, therefore, omitted relatcd activities like
Ilrhinc. animalhusburrdrl and cvcn minins.
Organisation of chapters on activilies also

needs a special mentioni among the thrce
activitics discussed, agriculture and indus-
tries are discussed quite elaborarely but in-
lernati()nrl trade rs m:rrgir[iiiced hy sprrirrr:
onll five pages, despite the tact thxt the au-

thor has claimed to hrve put in all the rel-
cvant details. Morcover. between chapters

on agriculturc and the othcr actir ities. he hls
interposc-d a chapter on transport xnd com-
munication: it would have been desirable to

avoid phl sical separalion of activities. The
lrn.rl , irrp(cr u hiclt thc xulh,)r cl.iinl:. fro-
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lidcs a sumnrar), of rvhat has been discussed

elriier. does not appear 1(] be so. In lact. an

epikr-uue sould have served the purpose.

There rre very few tables and maps

compared to the sizc of the book. Moreover.
rnost of the data presented in the book, in
tabular or map form, for sections on re-

sources and related rctivities is at the state

level: this conceals rcalitl, that is important
and nceds to be brought out. Thc map show-
ing the level of urbanisation (p. ,11 ). for ex-

ample does not serve any useful purpose

because it fails to brin,t out the micro-level
varialions: the samc informlrtiorr is gircn in

Tabie 2.9 (p.42). This argument could bc

easill, appreciated if one compares these

maps with those borrowed by him (Fig. 1 8.4r

p.,107). Unfortunately, he hrs not utilized
even the borrowed material properly as the

illustrations have not been corrplemented
with relevant discussion. Moreover. havin-s

used thcm x. they ucr(. llrc) (ontrin un-

necessary detaiJs concealing the one neces-

sary for understanding the theme reprc-
sented: in map on p. l9-5. boundaries of
agroclimatic zones cannot be seen properly
as the district names are retained. Many a

lirnes relcrrnt inlormetion is missinc: in
nrrp on p. 85. feit example. subdi\ isiL)n: lre
Dot even numbered or named. Why are they
shown and how is one to identify thern? The
legend on the maps using choropleth tech-
nique is shown incorrectly: such a key is ap-

propriate for isopleth technique. EYen on

maps appearing as a tull page (p. 172). most

of the names are illegible as they are poorly
stenciled or handwritten. In this a-se ofcom-
putcrization, producing simple, clear and

legible mrps is very casy. practical and in-
expensive: although this is not a book on

cartography such maps would enhlnce the

quality of the book immensely. After all

maps are an imporlant part and parcelofge-
ography tcxts as thcy provide a rvealtlr of
in[urmlttirrn ltnJ hrn\'c il i\ ne(e\sJr'\ l,) Sivc
due importance to this aspect.

The selcction of illustrations is based

on availability rather than need. In the chap-

ter on settlements, for example, there is nol
a single sketch to illustr-ate the prttern of
rural settlements. although the author has

talked about dillerent pattems such as nucle-
atcd, disper sed. compact: illustrative
sketches rvould havc helped the users ap-

precirte rvhat the author wants to say. The
author has provided a map of the village o1

Vardha jn M.P (p.52), but one does not
know rvhat for it is,eivcn as it is ncithcr re-

ferred to in the text nor one finds the pur-
posc in the title of the map. Some of the
diagranrs are beyond ima-qination. as they
do not give any idea fbr their inclusion (Fig.

.t.2: p. 56). Carlosrrplric rePlesenllti,)n is

very poor and onc has to strain onc's cycs
\\,hile ltternpting to read the maps (Fig. 3.3):
in many cascs this has happencd duc to over-

reduction (p. 9). Moreover. there is verv little
verbal information provided u,hich makes
comprehension even more dillicult. One
normally expects a uniform system of num-
berin-r ol'figures;this has not been fblkrrved.
Sometimes the author uses Egyptiau numer-

als (Fig. 9.2) and at othcr timcs Roman (Fi,s.

XI.9). There is no uniformity even rvith re-
gard to the titles. In some maps they indi-
cate only the area represented (Fig.3.,+)
rvhile in others even the purpose has been

mentioncd along with are a (Fig. 2.5). Some

titles are shown inside the map liame (Fig.
I1.4) and others, outside (Fig. 6.1). No
propel dilfbrentiation is made betrveen title,
notes and le-eend (Fi,e.2.4 (sic): p. 85). Some

figures are not numbered at all (p. l2l).
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Thc author is wcll aware of llle fact tlrat
a u'ork oI lhis Drallnitude crnnr)t be carried
out single handedly and has adnrilted to have

borroued r.nateriitl frorn other scholars
working in the field. He has also ackno"vl-
edged this. He mentions in the prr-face to
thc tlrst edition thet such referances hare'

bcen nrlde in the text and thrt they $,ould
further euide the studcnts to dig deeper in
the specific bpics. Unfortunatcl\'. the au-

thor llir. no( rrrclu.lctl .rll the\. rct\i:cnecr in

the readir)g list provided at the end and hence

the readers are left rvith the task o1 tracing
the original sources on their own. EYen the

readinc Iist is not ploperiy provided. In rhe

lirst place. it is too sholt. compared to the

efforts the author has put in. Secondly, it
tl, 'e., not g ir e the l err r '[ puhlicatiorr in mun]
cases u'hich is vital. Any book ol- this t1'pe

requires an index as it would havc been usc-

lul to quickly locate the material without
difliculty'. It appears that author $'as under

trerrendous pressure lo complete the task
lrnd wa. rrrrrrrirtg ,,ul oI ljnre. Mt,rc,,\cr. il
appears thiLt the int.ntion ()1'the lLrthor and
publishels was to keep the price u ithin thc
lirnits of aflbrdability of individuals and stu-

dents.

The- above observations are.iustified on

the grounds that one harbours high expec-

lations Iorr nn author like Jagdish Singh
rvhose work is likely to be used as a role
model tbr similar works on the sLLbject. De-
spite thc above shortcomings. which have
partly arisen out ol limitation of time and
fesources. lhe book is r uselul additiLrn to
libraries lbr thc benefit of post-graduate stu-

dents and lhose who aspire to get through
competitive examinations. How far the book
rvould appeal to the citical eye of univer-
sity teechers and reserrchcrs is dilficult to

say.
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